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- quiring
. emission based on their contri-
i~ bution tocreatingthe problem,
|- each-country can decide how.
- much it will cut. Furthermore;
-allcountries areneeded totake -

The need for an ambitious
but equitable agreement

By Sunita Narain
% % 7 orld leaders meet on
/ Monday in Paris,
¥  nottodiscussterror-
ism, but to discuss another of
our generation’s  biggest
threat, climate change. It is
clear that already, when tem-
peratures ha- ve risen by less
than 1°C, over pre-industrial
era, the world is seeing weird
and devastating weather
events. In India, farmers are
hit again and again with un-
seasonal rain, hail and ex-
treme rain and temperatures,
which is crippling their liveli-
hoods, driving them to destitu-
tion and even death. There-
fore, Parisneedstoarriveatan
effective and ambitious agree-
ment toreduce emi-ssionsand
tokeep the world belowthe2°C
rise guardrail — an increase
that is seen fo be least risky
andmostattainabletoday. = -

But we alsoknow that im-

itingtheriseof temperatures
alsolimits the amount of car-

bon dioxide that can be emit-

ted in the atmosphere. So, Pa-

ris is about an agreement to’

share the global carbon bud-
* get. The fact is that in spite of
~ all the talk and all the rheto-
ric, the world has still not de-
. linked growth from emis-
sions. This is the really

. inconvenient truth — not

+ what former US president Al
- Gore made famous through
' hisfilmonclimate change.

- The stakes are high. In Pa-

 ris, theverytermsof theagree- -

'~ mentwill change. Instead of re-
couniries  to - cut

-action, not just the countries,

- which are ‘responsible for the.
" bulk of emissions in the atmo~' )

sphiere. Inthis way,1 theﬁrewall
" which -differentiated hetween
the developed world responsib-
" le for climate change and the

countries, which needed right

lo development, will be re-
“moved. In this way, equity and

differentiation willbeerased.

Butthisisnotall. The UN
has aceepted that the intend-
‘ed nationally determined
contribulions (INDC) — ac-
tions submitted by ail coun-
tries to reduce emissions by
2030 — will take the world to
atleast 2.7°Crise, if notmuch
more. 8o, the world must also
-agree to how it will raichet
up the commitments of all
countiries. to ecut emissions
further. Thisis wherathereal
-rub lies. How will it share the
carbon budget?
"~ According to the Intergo-
vernmental Panel on Climate
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low 2°C; with a 66% probabili-
ty, the budget is some 2,900 bil-
Yion tommes of carbon dioxide
between 1870 and 2100. Tndus-

trialised natioris have emitted
the bulk ofthe 1,900 biilion
tonnes of carbon dioxide in
the atmosphiere. The world is
left with 1,000 billion tonnes.
The aim of the INDC is to sur-
reptitiously appropriate the

~ carbon budget. The US, for in-

stance, has diready used up
some 21% of . the used carbon
budget. Between now and
2030, as per its lacklustre
INDC, it will take tip another 8-
10%. In this way, the INDXC is
not just a country’s commit-
ment to teduce emissions, itis
its intention to occupy global
carbon space. Onee this space
istaken, itisdifficulttovacate.
The only way now to oper-
ationalise equify is to make
sure that all countries are re-
guired totakeactionstoreduce
emissions based on the fair
share of the carbon budget.
But rich indusirialised world
do not want thisdiscussed.
This is why

western

media has started an orches-

trated campaign to paint In-
dia, which is asking for a fair

‘ share asthe climate villain.

But this is why India must
set the narrative straight. We
arenot climate deniers — we
are worst hit by climate chan-
ge We aretaking action to cut
emissions. India’s INDC is
moreambitiousthantheUSin
terms of moving towardsnon-
fossil fuels. The US in 2030,
will have only 30% non-fossil
in its energy mix, we have
committed to 40%. The US
even today has more per capi-
ta consumption of coal andits
switch tonatural gas means it
is moving away from renew-
ables. The fact is that natural
gas is only marginally cleancr
than dirty coal. Tt keepstha1JS
Inckad into fossil fuels.

So,Parisisnotjustaboutan
agreement to cut emissions, it
isalsoabout howthe world will
operaticnalise equity. Other-
wise, socialist France will pre-
side over climaie apartheid.

(Thewriter isthedirector
generalof Centrefor Science
and Environment)
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In Paris, India to fight for ‘climate justice’ too
All eyes

Yishwa.Mohan
@timesgroup.com

Paris: Barely two weeks af-
tertheterror attacks thatleft
129 people dead and many
others injured, the French
capital is ready to host 150
presidents, PMs and heads of
states for a crucial summit
beginning on Monday that
will decide how the world
deals with climate change in
thenextdecadeandahalf.

By the end of the summit
onDecember 11, thecountries
hope to reach a global agree-
ment based on commitments
by all to reduce emissions of
greenhouse gases that’'s caus-
ingtheearthtoheatup.

Thoughmostof theworld
leaders, including Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
will leave Paris after giving
political momentum to the
summit by Tuesday, negotia-
tors from 196 countries will
stay put to resolve many
sticky points before a deal
canbesealed.

The negotiators will have
to arrive at a consensus on
key issues such predictabili-
ty of providing climate fi-
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on Delhi as summlt opens today

MIJI.TI-LAYERED_ SELC %ﬁﬁw

>— Host France makes muttl-

the conference venue & cutside

layered security arrangements at &

* France, like previous
summits in other countries,
adopts stiict screening
methods through prior
accreditation process
for participants

> Anyone without prior
accreditation will not be
allowed to enter the venue

» Accreditation is
done after a thorough
verification exercise

- A person witheut the
badge can't enter the premises

=

¥ Upon arrival at the
conference venue, visitors have
to register themselves on the
hasis of their prior accreditation
and a valid passport

» All accredited persons
accessing the conference
premises have to pass through
security screening, including
those with equipment

nance by developed coun-
tries, transfer of technology
fromrichtopoor/developing
nations to fight warming,
framework of monitoring
and review mechanism of
countries’ action to curb
emissions and the legal sta-.
tus of the agreement during
the12days of negotiation..
India’s role is crucial for

arriving at a deal which can
ensure environment pretec-
tion without compromising
on economic development
goals of noor and developing
countries. India has long
been demanding the deal
that ensures ‘climate justice’
wherein the developed na-
tions take responsibility by
cutting carbon emissions in

b1g way and helping poor
and developing couniries
with financeand technology.
After opening of the sum-
mit — called 21st Conference

~of Parties (COP21) — by UN

secretary general Ban Ki-
moon, Modi, who reached
here on Sunday night, along
with French President Fran-
cois Hollande will jointly
launch an Interna-
tional Solar Alli-
ance of over 100
countries on Mon-
day. : .
The a]_hance is
meant to present a
group of sunshine
countries as a block

to get a better deal in the ris-

ing renewable energy mar-
ket. The move was conceived
by Modiin January. Later, he
pursued it with many other
sunshine-rich couniries and
convinced themtoj Jom theal-
liance.

India’s environment min-

. ister Prakash Javadekar and
renewable energy minister

Piyush Goyal will also attend
the summittoexplain India’s
actions towards a clean ener-

gy path. The country hasal-_

ready been moving on a path
toproduce 175 GW of electric-
ity from clean energy sources
such solar (100 GW), wind (60
GW), biomass (10 GW) and
small hydro (5 GW) by 2022.

Modi will also attend
‘Mission Inncvation’ to be.

hosted here by US President
Barack Obama afterthesum-
mit’s inauguration. Both
Jeaders will also
meet on the side-
line of the sum-
mit.

india’s cli-
mate actions will
alsc be explained
at the country’s
pav1110n at the
COP21 venueinLeBourget,a
suburb of Paris. The pavil-
ion, showcasing India’s har-
mony with nature, environ-
ment and commitment to
mitigateclimatechange, will
be iaugurated by the PM
ModionMonday.

Security for the summit
is tight but arrangements

" havebeenmade in a way that

these do not inconvenience
residents and participants.

Forthefullreport, logon

to wwuw.tirmesofindia.com
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‘World ralli

325,000 People

Across175
Nations Took

Part In Protests’

Paris: Protesterslinkedhands
near the heart of the Paris ter-
ror attacks on Sunday but
others clashed with police, gi-

. ving an emotional jolt to world | ;

leaders flying into the French
capital totrytosave Earthfrom
climatecatastrophe. -

As hundreds of thou-
sands of people joined pro-
tests worldwide, the human
chain aimed to send a highly
symbolic message to leaders
on the eve of the official ope-
ning of a 195-nation UN cli-
‘mate summitin Paris.

Frenth authorities can-
celled two climate demonst-
Tationsinthe City of Lightaf-
ter gunmen and suicide hom-
bers killed 130 people on No-

~vember 13 for
reasons. Though the Paris
protests were overwhelming-
Iy peaceful, a small band of
anti-capitalist militants clas-

hedwithriotpoliceinthelate

afternoon leading to the ar-
rests of about100 peopie.

Instead of marching, ma-
ny activists left thousands of

. pairsof shoes—weighingmo-

. -re than four tonnes according
to organisers —on Place dela
Republique square. A pair of
running shoes was left by UN
Secretary General Ban Ki-Mo-
.on, and Pope ¥Francis sent sho-
estobeéplaced on his behalf,

In the first organised de-
monstration in the French
capital since the attacks, cli-

. mate protesters of all ages 1i-
: nedthe wind-blown streets to
" link up in a two-kilometre

security -
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“Hear our voices! We are
here!” they chanted.

“There was a lot of solem-
nity, dignity on the pavements.
There was a powerful current

that passed between people’s.

hands,” said Genevieve Azam,
spokeswoman for organising
group Attac. “It wasa pleastre
to be able to lift the lid that has
weighed on French people sin-
cetheattacks.”

" Protesters left a 100-metre

- gapinthehuman chainoutsi-

de the Bataclan concert hall,
the site where gunmen killed
90 people, asamark of respect
tothe victims,

THE reoPLE'S MARCH FO

CLIMATE, JUSTICE & JOBSE

Hours later, though, riot
policefired teargas at protes-
ters who pelted them with
bottles and candles in Place
dela Republiqueand chanted
“State of emergency, police
state”, referring to the post-
attack protestrestrictions.

Around 100 people were
arrested after the clashes, ac-
cordingto police.

Some 150 leaders, inclu-
ding US President Barack
Obama, China's Xi Jinping,
India’s Narendra Modi and
Russia’s Vladimir Putin, will
attend the official start on
Monday of the UN conferen-

& 3 ﬁ.—s\“ﬁk‘ 1
ce tasked with reaching the
first truly universal climate
pact. About 2,800 police and
soldierswillsecurethesiteof
the November 30-December
11 conference,
others will deployin Paris.
The goal of the climate
talksistolimitaverageglobal

warming tonomeorethantwo

degrees Celsius (3.6 degrees
Fahrenheit), over pre-Indust-
rial Revolution levels by cur-
bingfossil fuel emissionsbla-
med for climate change.
Rallies demanding curbs

on carbon poliution have be-

en growing around the world

and 6,300.

................................................................................................................................................................................................
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WORI.D MEETS IN PARIS ™

ctv
58 -

heads of state/govt to
+ attend UN’s Paris
climate summit inauguration today

%@ = nations to negotiate
2% & 4£ over 11 days, leading to -
apossible climate deal on Dec 11

Jm

E% & countries in Solar
S84 Alliance, to be launched
today by PM Modi & French Prez
Francois Hollande

Hammer out a treaty to cut greenhouse
gas (GHG) emissions between 2015 & 2030
that would help contain rise in avg global
temperatures to less than 2 degrees C over
pre-industrial levels by 2100

- Basls of reductions will be the Intended
Nationaily Determined Contributions —
voluntary commitments already made by

each member country to cut emissions

= While China has committed to start
reducing total emissions by 2036, India
has undertaken a more modest 30-35%
cut in rate at which it emits GHGs

» New Delhi would be put under
pressure to commit more, particularly
on curbing its coal use. US secy of
state John Kerry recently cafled indiaa
‘challenge"in the talks

# India argues for ‘climate justice’, . -
says advanced countries who are - -
mainly responsible for giobal warming,
must take tion’s share of cuts.and give
funds to others to access green tech:

» By 2030, India’s share in GHG
emissions is projected to be 4.1%, as
opposed to US’s 17.7%, Chlna S
16.7% & EU’s 14.6 - R

A protester dressed as Batman at a rally in
Vienna, ahead of the Paris summit
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India wants nght to carbon space

® letters@h ndustantimes com

PARIS: Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, US President Barack
Obama and Chinese premier Xi
Jinping are among 150 heads of
state gathering in Paris to push
negotiators for an ambitious cli-
mate dea] to be taken up during
a UN conference beginning on
Monday fotackle global warming.

Around 175 countries have
tabled INDCs, or pledges, to cut
their carbon emissions which, if
implemented, would lunit global
warming to 2.7°C by the turn of
the century. The figure is higher
than the UN goul of keeping the
temperature rise to within 2°C.

Before leaving for Paris, Modi
urged people arcund the world
through his monthly radio show
on Sunday toconserve encrgy, cif-
ingitasa crucial measire totake
on climate change.

“Climate change, global warm-
ing are issues of discussion and
concern,” he said in the pro-
grammme Mann ki Baat. “Fnergy
congervation is the first solution
tostop rising temperature, This is
evervone's responsibility™

With their climate action plans
for 2030 on the table, negotiators
trom nearly 200 countries wiil
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CLIMATE.

PRSP E R L

= The Indian pavilion, which will lay emphasis on wind and solar

energy, at the climate summit in Paris,

aimto clinch a futuristic deal that
takes the world on a low-carbon
growth path.

India’s leading climate nego-
tiator and director general of
the Bureau of Energy Efficiency,
Ajay Mathur, said the Paris climate
agreement would not only ke for
the 2020-30 period, but an “evolv-
ing” document to providea climate
framework for the future.

The ndian team led by environ-
ment minister Prakash Javadekar
willraise the issue of Tadia's right
to carhon space 1n a bid to lift
around 300 million from poverty
and energy deprivation. Sources
said Modiis expected totalk about
“carbon budget” and “climate jus-
tice” for the poor 1 his opening
address at the summit.

“We want an equitable and jusl
climate agreement,” Javadekar
told HT, adding that India will not
bhow to any kind of pressure, *We

CHETAN CHAUHAN/HT PHOTO

haveasked the rich nations towalk
the talk on their commitments as
India isalready doingits bittofight
climate change.”

US lead negotiator Todd Stern
sald at a news briefing this week
his country was loolting for a broad
and fully participatory agree-
ment, while the European Unlon
said on Sunday they were hoping
for a binding pact in Paris. The
most-viinerable least-developed
and island nations, on the other
hand, seek a treaty for a climate-
resilient global economy, paving
the way for morefunds to adapt.

Following this month’s terror
attacks, France has deploved
around 1,20,000 security personmel
to ensure a hassle-free conference
that officially ends on Degemnber
. Already, around 1,000 people,
considered security risks, have
been refused permission to onter
the country:
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Saving energy the
way forward: Modl

.......................................................................

a letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said on Sunday
combating climate change was
everyone’s duty, in an appar-
ent message to affluent nations
against shifting responsibility to
developing countries a day ahead
of akey United Nations climate -
conference in Paris.

Hours before leaving for the
summit, Modi suggested in his
monthly radio show that global
warming was already triggering
disasters like the torrential rain
that battered Tamil Nadu and
other parts of southern India
this month.

» MESSAGE FOR CITIZENS, P10
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How big cities across the world are
fighting climate change, together

METRO MATTERS
.

SHIVANISINGH

If you thought climate change
© was only about melting gla-
ciers and sinking islands,

you have underestimated it.-

A report by C40, a global net-
work of 82megacities - includ-
ing Delhi - committed to fight-
ing climate change, says that
at least 70% of these urban
centres are already affected
by climate change. Not all of
them are coast or hill towns.

Aspopulation is increasing
in these megacities, rising pol-
lution, growing congestion and
mounting waste are throttling
local environments. If not suf-
fering already, these cities are
likely to face climate hazards
such as storms, surge, floods,
drought, heat waves, smog,
groundwater depletion and
outbreak of vector/water-
borne disease.

But the C40 report also
offers a silver lining, Atleast19
of the participating cities (the
. report does not name them)
have reduced greenhouse emis-
sions following some sericus
climate risk mitigation meas-
ures. By 2015, they ave expected
to cut a cumulative emission
of 28 metric forines of CO2 -
equivalent to the annual emis-
sions of nine coal-fired power
stations.

The report, released ahead
of the United Nations Climate
Change Conference in Paris,

shows that 80% of reported .

cumnulafive savings come from

taking five actions - imposing
. time/day restrictions on per-.

sonal vehicle usage, promot- |
ing bus rapid transit, entering

into long-term contracts with

renewable energy generators,:

encouraging energy efficient

. landfill management ang;

= Delhi has failed to erforce reéyr;ling of waste or recognise rag-pickers.

ing landfill gas to energy.

We don’t know how Delhi
fared on these counts because
it did not provide action data
in response to the 2015 Climate
Action in Megacities survey.
A city where the air is foul,
energy is sourced from coal-
fired plants, dumpsites are
overfilled, and every third
resident is living illegally on
ariver that resembles an open
sewer, Delhi wouldn’t have had
much to flaunt.

There is hope, though. The
report says 30% of all climate
action taken in C40 cities isa
resultof city-to-city collabora-
tion. Here are some inspiring

urban experiments Delhi could -

pick from:

WASTE MANAGEMENT:
The study found recycling,
composting, and waste pre-
vention to be the most popular
strategy among the C40 cities.

Rio de Janeiro learnt about.

management of waste coop-

eratives in Johannesburg and

Jakarta. It got cooperative
workers to operate sorting cen-
tres, reduced street and landfill
scavenging and increased its
recycling rate, Milan collabo-
rated with Seoul to learn how
to unplement pag
‘ en-

ryouthrow .

tial and commercial waste, the
report states.

These are good lessons for
Delhithat has failed to enforce
recycling of waste or recognise
thousands of rag-pickers who
informally do what is essen-
tially the job of the citizens and
the municipal staff.

TRANSPORT: The focus of

40 cities is on providing infra- -

structure for non-motorised
transport through cycle hir-
ing and sharing programmes
and improving mass and bus
transit. Increasing routes, fre-
guency and night services has
_been the most popular action
in this sector, the report states.

LAND USE: To adapt to land-
slides or subsidence caused
by heavy rainfail, Bogota,
Caracas and Curitiba have
identified high-risk zones
and imposed land use restric-
tions. It is also planting trees

and creating green spaces in

“vulnerable areas.

'ENERGY: Accordlng to the

-report, Cape Town has’ com-.

pleted retroﬁtting of 26% of its

power savmg fittings and 50%.
¢ withsmar} electri¢ity metgls
The 01ty alsoruns a behavio

GURINDER OSAN/HT FILE

change programme to enable
building managers to keep
tabs on energy consumption
resulting in energy savings of
1,068 MWs. Delhi's power con-
sumption on the other hand,
is growing at 10% each year.

Singapore is investing in
Ré&D to improve the efficiency
and lower the price of solar
technologies for adoption on
a larger scale, San Francisco
Public Utilities Commission
supplies all municipal build-
ings with 100% carbon free
electricity.

Changwon in South Korea
is subsidising cool roofs (heat-
reflective surfaces), a technol-
ogy it picked up from Tokyo. it
reduces the need for air condi-
tioning, saves power and cuts
emission, the report states.

Delhi is the seat of the high-
est level of urbanisation in
India and faces a far grimmer
future than many other C40 cit-
ies do. Successful experiments
in climate mitigation will be
the city’s insurance and also- -

" better our quality of life. As.

Norway'sformer primeminis-

-ter and C40 patron Gro Harlem
- Brundtland puts it: Fighting
-largg mumclpal buildings with -

climate change is less about: -

. particulates per tonrand more
“about the well-beifig oF. pee

= shivani singh®hindustanti
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RADIO A

HT Gorrespondent

= |etters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi talked about
ordinary citizens becoming
beacons of hope and change,
illustrating the examples of
Javed Ahmed of Kashmir and
Noor Jehan of Kanpur in thelat-
est edition of his Mann Ki Baat
radio address on Sunday.
© Amidst the raging intolerance
debate, Modi also said that he
proposes to put in place the ‘Ek
Bharat, Shresht Bharat’ (One
India, Supreme India) scheme —
which aims at strengthening the
country’s unity and harmony —
and invited suggestions in this
regard. The FM had talked about
‘Ek Bharat, Shresht Bharat’ on
the occasion of Sardar Patel’s
birth anniversary on October 31.

In an apparent bid to illus-
trate that such citizens come
from all sections of society, Modi
mentioned two names from the
Muslim community for their ster-
ling contributions in changing
way the people around them live.

He spoke about Javed Ahmed
of Kashmir, who was shot by ter-
rorists in 1996 and suffering spi-
nal injuries, “lost the capacity to
stand on his feet again”.

“But he did not accept defeat...
He converted this crisis into
opportunity to serve the masses
and devoted his life to social serv-
ice. For last 20 years, he has been

teaching children,” Modi said.

Modi further illustrated how
common people are doing their
bit tofight climate change, taking
the example of Kanpwr’s Noor
Jehan, whorents out solar lamps.

These ‘lalteins’ are rented out
to about 500 households for 100
each per month, while the charg-
ing costs about X34 daily he said,
adding that Noor Jehan’s work is
in accordance with the meaning
of her name — ‘giving light to
the world’. . ‘
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shine bright

wr

= After his Mann Ki Baat address, PM Narendra Modi left for the Paris Climate Confere

The Prime Minister alsb -
‘urged fellow citizens to come”

forward in greater numbers to

donate organs.

Nnee.

PTI

- & "Ek Bharat,
Shrestha Bharat’
into a scheme.
My government is
working on it and has
sought suggestions
from the people.

valuable lives. | urge
people to make
donations. What
could be a bigger -
donation than this?

NARENDRA MODI,
Indian Prime Minister
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