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Foreword

The Rio Earth Summit in 1992 formulated an action plan, Agenda 21, a multifaceted process
to address the full range of development and environmental issues involving participation of
governments, international organizations and major groups in the quest for sustainable
development.

The publication of the Global Environmental Outlook series, GEO-1, followed by GEO-2000,
the Millennium Report on the Environment, involved a participatory assessment process to
review the state of the world’s environment and to chart a new process for global environmental
policy.  The diversity and magnitude of environmental problems are outlined, with a call for
more complete and precise analyses of the poorly understood linkages between human actions
and environmental outcomes.  Although the number of policy responses is growing, low priority
continues to be afforded to the environment in national and regional planning.  GEO-2000
stressed the need for the development of more comprehensive and long-term mechanisms for
monitoring and assessing the effects of environmental policies on environmental quality; and
for more integrated policy making and action-based programmes to serve the needs of the
people.

The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) is mandated to produce a Global State
of the Environment Report in 2002 (GEO-3) for the 2002 Earth Summit i.e., Rio + 10, and
this global assessment will be enriched by producing State of Environment (SoE) reports at
the national, subregional and regional levels.  In 1998, the UNEP Regional Resource Centre
for Asia-Pacific (UNEP RRC.AP) initiated a process on Strengthening National Capabilities
on Environment Assessment and Monitoring towards the Preparation of the Global State of
the Environment Report 2002, thus linking national to regional and global initiatives.

This National State of the Environment (SoE) Report of India is the one of several national
reports from the above process. The Ministry of Environment and Forests (MoEF), Government
of India, the national implementing agency in India, has played a very crucial role in carrying
out this participatory assessment process in soliciting input from various government sectoral
agencies. Around 25 agencies and 60 individuals were involved in the process. With the
substantive support from the Tata Energy Research Institute (TERI), the designated national
collaborating centre by the Ministry of Environment and Forests of the Government of India,
and regular feedback from the South Asia Cooperative Environment Programme (SACEP),
this assessment exercise has been successful and instrumental in providing significant input to
the ongoing South Asia SoE preparation.  It aims at providing guidelines for environmental
action planning, policy setting and resource allocation for the coming decades, based on a
sound analysis of the state of, and trends in, the nation’s environment.

Five priority key issues for the state of environment report for India have been identified by the
Government of India and analyzed following the “pressure-state-impact- response” (PSIR)
analytical framework.  The same process has been followed by the other countries, leading to
the identification of their key environmental issues. These can then be addressed subsequently
through action-based programmes in the next phase of the planning process.



The five key environmental issues identified for India are (1) land degradation, (2) biodiversity,
(3) air pollution with special reference to vehicular pollution in cities, (4) management of fresh
water resources, and (5) hazardous waste management with special reference to municipal
solid waste management. Land degradation is taking place through natural and man-made
process resulting to loss of invaluable nutrients and lower food grain production. Loss of
biodiversity is of great concern since many plant and animal species are being threatened. Air
pollution in cities is deteriorating due to vehicular growth and trends of air pollution related
diseases are increasing. Availability of fresh water, which is going to be one of the critical problems
in the coming decades, needs to be addressed on a priority basis. Generation of large quantity
of hazardous waste from industries and also the hospital waste has been affecting the public
health and environment.

This SoE assessment for India provides a sound basis for the development of action plans, the
next stage of the planning process, as we enter the new millenium.  The report aims to provide
concrete guidance for action planning, policy setting and resource allocation for the coming
decades to improve the state of the environment of India and the welfare of her people.

UNEP will continue to provide leadership in the region for the preparation of environmental
assessment reports at national, subregional, and regional level and the capacity building
necessary to support these assessment activities.

Klaus Töpfer
Under-Secretary General, United Nations and

 Executive Director, United Nations Environment Programme
August 2001
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